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USO-Metro Honors Shining Stars at
Annual Awards Dinner

The USO of Metropolitan Washington continued its long-standing tradition
of honoring outstanding individuals for their public service, philanthropic con-
tributions, and volunteer efforts at its 24th Annual Awards Dinner on March 22.
Welcoming more than 600 senior military, civil, and industry leaders as well as an
impressive group of special guests, USO-Metro paid tribute to our brave men and
women in uniform as well as to those who improve the quality of life for service
members and their families. The evening’s special guests included country
music star Craig Morgan, NFL Hall of Fame member and former Washington
Redskins running back John Riggins, Miss America 2006 Jennifer Berry, Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Edmund Giambastiani, Surgeon
General of the Air Force Lieutenant General George Peach Taylor, Vice Admiral
Thad Allen, “America’s Beloved Tenor” Daniel Rodriguez, and Superstars from World Wrestling
Entertainment (WWE).

Commencing the festivities with a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem, Daniel Rodri-
guez set the tone for evening. The first honoree of the night, Senior Chief Musician Elizabeth
A. Carroll of the U.S. Navy, was recognized for her extraordinary commitment to volunteering

(continued on page 2)

USO Presents Valentines to
Veterans at Miles of Smiles

Over 100 veterans gathered at the 19th annual
Miles of Smiles event at the VA Hospital on Feb-
5wy S ruary 17th. USO-Metro has been delivering the

-2 “‘world’s longest Valentine” to veterans at the VA
Hospital for almost 20 years, in conjunction with
the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Week each February. This year, USO-Metro
presented veterans with Valentines from organizations such as Fort Meade Army Commu-
nity Service, Cub Scout Pack 115, Manor View Elementary School, and Ft. Meade Child and
Youth services, to name just a few.

“This is a heartwarming annual event that allows USO-Metro staff and volunteers to
recognize the sacrifices of our nation’s veterans,” said Dale Jovero, USO-Metro Senior
Director of Outreach. Over 35 USO volunteers donated their time to the event, chatting with
veterans and working at the casino games set up for the vets’ enjoyment. Three members of
the Washington Wizards Dance Team joined in the festivities as well, taking time to visit with
veterans at the Miles of Smiles event and in individual hospital rooms.
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USO Dinner (continued from page 1)

i ﬂ with various fire and
, rescue squads. As
- X * this year’s recipient
] X p% '@l | of the USO-Metro C.

: ?.,‘ B i Haskell Small Award for
T ———— 7 Volunteerism, Carroll
has devoted anywhere
from 20 to 100 hours a

month since the early
1990s to her local fire
companies, life support
units, and ski patrols.
She truly embodies the
spirit of the C. Haskell Small award, given
every year to an active duty enlisted ser-
vice member who devotes him or herself to
exemplary volunteer service. Accepting the
award, Carroll declared, “I am very honored
and humbled by this award. There are so
many military members, and civilians, who
deserve it as much or more than | do. |
truly believe that the volunteer spirit is what
makes this country so great, and |
am just happy to be able to do my
part.”

The USO-Metro Annual Awards
Dinner would be incomplete with-
out a tribute to the most popular
ambassador of the USO, legendary
entertainer Bob Hope. USO-Metro
honored the Miss America Organi-
zation as the 2006 recipient of the
Legacy of Hope Award for consis-
tently exhibiting a commitment to our
men and women in uniform. The
women of the organization have
actively supported our service members
for over 60 years—by entertaining and
serving our men and women in uniform in
World War Il, Vietnam, and most recently in
Operation Iraqi Freedom. WWE Superstars
Mick Foley, Chris Nowinski, Ron Simmons,
Jimmy Hart and Ken Kennedy presented the
Miss America Organization with the Legacy
of Hope Award for keeping the patriotic spirit
of Bob Hope alive with grace, charm, and a
selfless spirit that inspires us all.

Petty Officer Joseph “Doc” Worley, a
Navy medic and honoree at the 2005 USO-
Metro Awards Dinner, helped present the
Legacy of Hope Award to the Miss America
Organization. Representing all service
members touched by the support of the Miss
America Organization through USO-Metro,
Petty Officer Worley’s spirit and courage

are truly staggering. Having lost a leg
while serving in Fallujah, Worley received
a Bronze Star in his wheelchair during the
2005 USO Dinner. Evidence of Worley’s
hard work and dedication was apparent at
this year’s Awards Dinner when he got out
of his wheelchair to walk up the steps and
across the stage to hand the Legacy of
Hope Award to Miss America, bringing many
in the audience to tears.

The awards continued with the USO
of Metropolitan Washington Merit Award,
presented annually to a celebrity who uses
his or her status to give back to the commu-
nity. The selfless spirit of country music star
Craig Morgan is unrivaled in the entertain-
ment industry. Morgan, who saw combat in
Panama, was honored with the USO-Metro
Merit Award for assisting others through his
charitable works. When he was told about
the award, Morgan warmly remarked, “To
find out that | am being honored by the
USO with their special Merit Award is just
amazing. It is a privilege and an honor to be

recognized by the USO.”

In addition to raising funds and donating
his time to many charitable organizations,
Morgan is a passionate supporter of the mil-
itary. This past year alone, he has traveled
to Iraq for the USO Holiday Tour, performed
at “Toast to the Troops,” a benefit concert for
the USO, and performed for the volunteers,
spouses and members of the 101st Airborne
Division at a USO Care Package “stuffing
party” in Ft. Campbell, Kentucky. Morgan is
also the spokesperson for America Supports
You and he performed at the kick-off to their
Pentagon concert series in May of of 2005,
which was hosted by Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld.

Elaine Rogers, President of the USO of
Metropolitan Washington, expressed her
enthusiasm for USO-Metro Merit Award



winner Craig Morgan, saying, “It's wonderful
to see someone who has served his country
having such success in his professional life,
while at the same time giving back to the
community.”

During one of the evening’s highlights,
USO-Metro paid tribute to the United States
Coast Guard for their extraordinary service
to our country. “Every day, members of the
Coast Guard save lives, assist people in
distress, conduct search and rescue mis-
sions, seize illegal drugs, and respond to oil
and hazardous chemical spills," said Rog-
ers. “It is our honor to recognize the Coast
Guard for all they do to protect us here at
home—especially for their recent work with
the victims of Hurricane Katrina. We owe
the U.S. Coast Guard a huge debt of grati-
tude for their service.” Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Edmund Giam-
bastiani presented the USO-Metro Rising
Star Award to Vice Admiral Thad Allen,
representing the U.S. Coast Guard. VADM
Allen will serve as the next Commandant of
the U.S. Coast Guard, effective this May.

The evening continued with a tribute to
the United States Air Force for their service
to our injured military personnel serving in
Operations Enduring and Iraqgi Freedom.
The individuals in the Air Force demonstrate
great dedication and skill while performing
their medical roles. Through their devotion
and tireless efforts, Air Force doctors and
nurses ensure that rapid, safe and compas-
sionate care is delivered to ill and critically
wounded members of our Armed Forces.
USO-Metro presented Rising Star Awards
to Major Erik Von Rosenvinge and the
Surgeon General of the Air Force, General
George “Peach” Taylor, who represented all
who are serving in the Air Force’s medical
field. Major Von Rosenvinge demonstrated
amazing courage by continuously providing
life-sustaining care to his patients during an

ongoing mortar attack in Baghdad.

The Special Salute also included
Private First Class Marissa Strock and
Sergeant Neil Duncan, who were both
wounded while serving in the Army in
combat overseas. While PFC Strock was
serving in Iraq, she was wounded by an
explosive device that ultimately led to the
amputation of both of her legs. An IED
(Improvised Explosive Device) wounded
Sergeant Duncan while he was serving in
Afghanistan.

USO-Metro also recognized Sergeant
Michael Paul Donnelly of the U.S. Marine
Corps for his extraordinary service. While
serving in Iraq, Sergeant Donnelly was
severely wounded by an explosive de-
vice. The quick reaction force that came
to his aid included Hospital Corpsman
Third Class Justin Ledsome of the U.S.
Navy, who was honored at the USO-

Metro Awards Dinner for saving Sergeant
Donnelly’s life that day and for helping to
save dozens of other service members in
combat. The Special Salute concluded
with a special presentation, as Admiral
Giambastiani awarded Sergeant Donnelly
the Bronze Star.

The USO-Metro Annual Awards Din-
ner was a tremendous success again this
year; USO-Metro raised almost $400,000
in one evening! The funds raised from the
event will be used to support and enhance
USO-Metro’s many programs and ser-
vices, including organizing celebrity visits
with wounded patients at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center and the National
Naval Medical Center at Bethesda. The
funds will also help support USO-Metro as
the organization expands its services in the
local area. In 2006, USO-Metro will open
two new USO locations
—a Lounge at Dulles
Airport and an Outreach
Center on Fort Meade in
Maryland. USO-Metro
will also build a more
modern and convenient-
ly-located USO Lounge
at Reagan National
Airport.

USO-Metro is always
honored to recognize
our service members
and those who serve them through their
involvement in charitable organizations, in
our communities, and in our military.



USO-Metro Plans to Expand Airport Services

The USO of Metropolitan Washington currently operates three airport Lounges in the Wash-
ington/Baltimore area, available to hundreds of thousands of military travelers annually. With
USO Lounges already in place at Andrews Air Force Base, Reagan National Airport, and BWI
Airport, USO-Metro looks forward to expanding its Airport services in 2006. With plans to re-
locate the USO Lounge at Reagan Airport to a new, larger space in a more prominent location
within the airport, USO-Metro is thrilled to be able to assist even more members of the armed
forces. USO-Metro has also recently unveiled plans to establish a new USO Lounge at Dulles
International Airport. Northrop Grumman announced in April 2006 that it will join with USO-
Metro as Founding Partner of the new 750 square foot USO lounge at Dulles Airport. The new
USO lounge, expected to open later this year, will be strategically located on the arrivals level
next to the international arrivals building with convenient access to ground transportation and
the new walkway to Daily Garage 1.

“Having the support of Northrop Grumman is so exciting,” said Elaine Rogers, USO-Metro
President. “They are making it possible for the USO to bring a ‘touch of home’ to the thou-
sands of military travelers and their families who pass through Dulles each month.” In addi-
tion to Northrop Grumman, a number of companies have offered to help support USO-Metro's
expansion plans. The spaces for the new USOs at Reagan and Dulles have been donated by
the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority. URS Corporation, the company that donated
the architectural design for the USO Lounge at BWI Airport over 5 years ago, has generously
offered to donate the architectural designs for the new Lounges at Dulles and Reagan airports.
USO-Metro would be unable to relocate the Lounge at Reagan Airport without the generous

- | financial support of Corporate Partner Pitney Bowes. Additionally,
Verizon has recently committed to supporting all three USO Airport
Lounges, both financially and by providing Voice over Internet Protocol
(VolP) service at all three locations.

Over the last 30 years, the USO has had a presence at Reagan
National Airport, serving thousands of men and women in uniform each
year. Barbara Simpson, Volunteer Coordinator at Reagan National Air-
port, has enjoyed working with military travelers at the USO since 2001.
An Army spouse who spent 30 years serving in places such as Japan,
the Philippines, California, and Florida, Simpson grew into her current position. She started as
a USO volunteer and now manages almost 30 volunteers.

Amenities in the USO Lounge at Reagan Airport include free refreshments and snacks,

a TV with DVDs, reading material, and a computer with Internet access—but Simpson says
one of the most requested items is an iron. “Quite often Marines will fly in with their uniforms
packed in their suitcases and they have to go straight to work,” said Simpson. “They want to
make sure they look sharp, so we help them press their uniforms and freshen up.” Simpson
and the volunteers also help service members with directions to local military bases while pro-
viding them with free Internet access and a place to relax between flights.

USO-Metro will provide the same services to troops in the new USO Lounge at Reagan
Airport, while also enjoying a full kitchen and quite a bit more space. Perhaps the most impor-
tant upgrade in the new USO Lounge will be its location. The new Lounge, set to open in late
2006, will be located on the main floor of Terminal A in an area that receives much more traffic.
The new space at Reagan Airport will certainly increase USO'’s visibility, encouraging more
military travelers to stop by.

“USO-Metro is looking forward to establishing a presence at Dulles Airport, and we are
excited to expand and relocate at Reagan National, said USO-Metro President Elaine Rogers.
“We are delighted to have the opportunity to serve even more of our military men and women
and their families in the DC area.”

In light of the expansion plans at Reagan National Airport and Dulles International Airport, USO-Metro is
in need of funding more than ever. If you’d like to make a donation to help support the new airport facilities,

please visit our website at www.USOMetroDC.org. USO-Metro is proud to continue to offer the best pro-
grams and services to our military service members and their families!



Girls' Time Out Honors Local Wives and Mothers

Mrs. Lynne Pace (wife of Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff General Peter
Pace), Mrs. Cindy Giambastiani (wife of Vice Chairman of Joint Chiefs of
Staff Admiral Edmund Giambastiani) and USO-Metro teamed up to honor
mothers, wives and girlfriends of wounded service members during a special
Valentine’s Day lunch on February 17. As part of USO-Metro’s Girls' Time
Out program, 18 women, mostly Army and Marine spouses, attended the -
special event at the Pace residence. The women were treated to a delicious | &%
lunch prepared by the Chairman’s culinary staff, and were also pleased to 3 = -
be joined by patriotic jewelry designer Ann Hand, who presented each lady -
with a special “Dove Pin.” A symbol of peace, Ann Hand’s “Dove Pins” honor the sacrifices of
each wounded service member as well as their loved ones.

Each attendee posed for a photo with General and Mrs. Pace, who thanked the ladies for
their dedication and sacrifice. USO-Metro volunteer Lynette Planto escorted the ladies to the
lunch, saying, “The fellowship and food were amazing. It was a wonderful experience.”

Due to the popularity of the USO-Metro Girls' Time Out program at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, USO-Metro
has recently expanded the program to the National Naval Medical Center at Bethesda. Offering the opportunity
for wives, girlfriends, and mothers of wounded service personnel to meet and share their experiences, the Girls'
Time Out program aims to support these female caregivers while helping them to find solace in those who are
going through similar ordeals. For more information on the Girls' Time Out program, please contact Dale Jovero
at (703) 696-2552.

USO-Metro Celebrity Visit Highlights:

Billy Joel invited 20 troops to attend his show at the Verizon Center on March 16. He wel-
comed the service members on stage when he performed the song "Saigon." The troops
received a standing ovation from a very entusiastic crowd. This warm response inspired the
famous singer to invite veterans to all of his shows in the U.S. and Europe.

Dennis Farina visited the hospitals on February 4. A Vietnam veteran himself, Farina had a
very special connection with the troops. After his visit he sent Law & Order T-shirts back to all
the service members he met at the National Naval Medical Center at Bethesda.

Johnny Knoxville visted with wounded troops on February 21. His visit took place in the
Physical Therapy room, which was packed due to the star's overwhelming popularity. "If you
were at Walter Reed and you could get out of your bed, you were in PT, regardless of whether
or not you had an appointment," said USO-Metro Director of Special Projects Ellen Brody.

Colin Quinn's visit on January 26 touched him so deeply that he arranged for Sirius radio to
donate ten radios along with lifetime subscriptions to troops recovering at Walter Reed.

Comedians Laugh it Up with Patients and Families

Members of the Blue Collar Comedy Tour—Jeff Foxworthy, Bill Engvall, Ron *
White, and Larry the Cable Guy—uvisited patients at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center on March 19th. The comedians then went to the Mologne House on the
Walter Reed campus for an autograph session. Dozens of patients and their
family members streamed into the Mologne House for pictures with the famous
comedians, who gladly posed with fans, signed autographs, and cracked jokes.
Later, the comedians arranged for patients to receive free tickets and backstage
passes to their comedy shows throughout the country.



Over the last year, Ken Kaplan, owner of Devil Dawg Custom Cycles, has
been designing and building a motorcycle to pay tribute to the 65-year his-

A tory of the USO. Kaplan and his wife, who have also invited nearly 100 Walter
! Reed patients to share their suite at FedEx Field over the course of the last two
LRl years, are eager to salute the troops and the USO for the work they do. “Host-

¥ USO does for the guys both while they’re overseas and back at home,” he said.
“I's a message that far too few are aware of. | thought it would be a great thing
to do a bike as a tribute to their work, and help publicize their work.”

Kaplan designed the bike to be auctioned to benefit USO-Metro programs
and services. Calling upon favors and friends, Kaplan ensured that the entire bike—including
amazing art, gorgeous detailing and even a hand-tooled leather seat—was donated.

“The bike is so fabulous,” said USO-Metro President Elaine Rogers. “We are honored and
delighted by Ken’s tribute, especially during the USQO’s 65th anniversary year. The selfless
contribution of all the artists — from welders to illustrators — is amazing!”

The bike includes a photo of talk show host Jay Leno, who recently added his signature
next to his picture on the motorcycle. The bike will appear at motorcycle shows and USO
events until the fall of 2007, at which time it will be auctioned. Please visit the USO-Metro
website (USOMetroDC.org) for more details about the auction as they become available.

USO-Metro Recognizes National Guard for Working with Youth

The USO of Metropolitan Washington joined with “The Apprentice” and West Point gradu-
ate Kelly Perdew, WWE Superstar Ken Kennedy, and “America’s Beloved Tenor” Daniel
Rodriguez to pay tribute to the National Guard’s ChalleNGe Program on March 1 on Capitol
Hill. The National Guard’s ChalleNGe program is focused on redirecting at-risk youth, ages
16-18, toward a successful future. Each year, USO-Metro presents awards to the ChalleNGe
programs whose corps members have shown outstanding improvement and success in one
or more of the core components of the curriculum. This year’s ceremony honored 11 of the
26 ChalleNGe programs in the United States. Congressmen and Senators from the winning
states were on hand to salute the winning programs and recognize the impact they have on
the lives of ChalleNGe graduates and our country’s future.

USO-Metro honored the following programs during the ceremony: South Carolina Youth
Challenge Academy at Camp Long, California Grizzly Youth Academy, Arizona Project Chal-
lenge, New Jersey Youth Challenge Academy, Oregon Youth Challenge Program, South
Carolina Youth Challenge Academy at Columbia, Mountaineer Challenge Academy (West
Virginia), Alaska Military Youth Academy, Wisconsin Challenge Academy, Montana Youth
Challenge Program, Tarheel Challenge Academy (North Carolina).

Awards were presented for Community Service, Leadership, Academic Excellence, Life
Skills, Job Skills, Health and Hygiene, Responsible Citizenship, Physical Fitness, Post-Resi-
dential Phase Execution, Progressive Program, and Best Overall
Program. USO-Metro was honored to present the General Henry
H. Shelton ChalleNGe Leadership Scholarships, funded by World
Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE), to each of the winning Chal-
leNGe programs.

"The National Guard’s ChalleNGe Program has truly made a
difference in the lives of so many young people and their families,”
said USO-Metro President Elaine Rogers. “We are pleased to be
able to honor these programs and these young people for the work
they do.”

USO-Metro extends a special thanks to WWE for generously donating the General Henry
H. Shelton Leadership Scholarships. USO-Metro would also like to thank Microsoft and
American Airlines for sponsoring the event.



USO Celebrates 65 Years of Service

The USO, formed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to boost the morale of U.S. troops
in February of 1941, is celebrating 65 years of service to our men and women in uniform.
Today, the USO continues to provide morale-boosting programs and services, adapting to the
changing needs of our men and women in uniform and their families. In the past few years,
the USO has opened new centers in the United States and overseas, expanding its reach to
service members and their families; opened centers in Kuwait, Afghanistan and Qatar to sup-
port troops participating in Operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom; distributed more than one
million prepaid international phone cards to deployed troops, and more than 700,000 Opera-
tion USO Care Packages to troops in the Persian Gulf Region and other overseas locations.
To view a photographic history of the USO over the last 65 years, visit www.uso.org.

|
USO-Metro has three Airport Lounges and five Family Outreach Centers in the Wash-
ington metropolitan area that serve military travelers and DC area military families. The
Outreach Centers organize programs and events for military families such as playgroups,
crafts, and Parent's Night Out. Please contact one of the Outreach or Airport Lounges listed

below for more information.

USO Lounge at BWI Airport, Lower Level, International Pier.
(410) 859-4425. Open daily 9:00 AM until 10:00 PM.

Airport Assistance Center at Andrews Air Force Base, Passenger
Terminal. (301) 981-2525. M-F 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.

USO Lounge at Reagan National Airport, Terminal A, Upper Level.
(703) 419-3990. Su-F 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM, Sa 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

Woodbridge Run Family Outreach Center, 1400 Eisenhower Circle,
Woodbridge, VA. (703) 494-5576. M-Th 10:00-3:00.

Indian Head Family Outreach Center, Naval Surface Warfare Center,

14 Strauss Avenue, Indian Head, MD. (301) 744-6713. M-Th 10:00-3:00.

Ft. Belvoir Family Outreach Center, Sosa Recreation Center,
Ft. Belvoir, VA. (703) 805-2464. M-Th 10:00-3:00.

Bellevue Family Outreach Center, 1 Cargo Court SW, Bellevue Navy
Housing, Washington, DC. (202) 404-6854. M-Th 10:00-3:00.

Ft. Myer Family Outreach Center, Bldg. 405, 228 McNair Road,
Ft. Myer, VA. (703) 696-2552 or 3279. M-F 9:00-5:00.

USO-Metro News

Office Manager Alyce Callahan and Special Events Program As-
sistant Erica Chapman both celebrated their anniversaries with

USO-Metro in February. Callahan has been with USO-Metro for
two years and Chapman has been with USO-Metro for one year.

USO-Metro is also pleased to welcome the following new mem-
bers of the Board of Directors, pictured left to right Bill Sapp, rep-
resenting Don Herring of AT&T; Mr. Gary Luczak, URS Corpora-

tion; Mr. Sam Jones, Federal Products Compuware Corporation; USO-Metro Board Chairman
John Marselle, Sun Microsystems; Mr. Thomas Colella, Korn/Ferry International; and Mr. Mike

Carpenter, McAfee.

USO-Metro administers the
TICKETLINE, through which
tickets are available to the lo-
cal military community. Each
quarter, USO-Metro distributes
thousands of tickets, valued at
tens of thousands of dollars, to
concerts, theatre, and sporting
events. To donate tickets, call
Dawn Ruth at 703-696-3279.
For more information, or to
obtain tickets, please call the
USO-Metro TICKETLINE at
703-696-2551.
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How YOU Can Help USO-Metro

For more information about any of the opportunities below, please visit
www.USOMetroDC.org and click on Donate.

/ )/ Be a part of the Booz Allen Classic, June 19-25, 2006:
Whether you pledge a penny (per birdie -- about $16) or become a platinum sponsor (includes sky
Birdies box tickets and more!), your support of the USO through Birdies for Charity is a fun way to support
for Char f{]' USO-Metro’s important programs and services.

'*' Donate products:
We are in need of a number of items for our hospital programs, outreach centers, and headquarters offices.
Please visit our website to view our product wish list.

* Donate your car:
You can donate your automobile to raise funds for USO-Metro. All vehicle donations are tax-deductable and

you can even arrange to have your automobile picked up.

* Shop online:

Shop as you normally would at hundreds of popular retail websites and a percentage of your purchase will go
to USO-Metro.

* Recycle your printer toner and ink:
Help the environment and USO-Metro at the same time by recycling your printer toner and ink. A monetary
donation to USO-Metro will be made for each recycled toner cartridge!

Apply for a USO credit card:
Pentagon Federal Credit Union is offering a convenient way to help support our troops. You
do not need to be a member of the military to apply for this card.




